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Guest Editorial - 


LESBIANS INS SPORTS 
- Homophobia Plus - 


You know, every once in a while 
there 1S an incident that occurs an 
wonen's sports that I hope will allow 
more Lesbians to participate in sports 
openly. But, usually the story gets 
swept under the covers of the sports 
section in the daily paper and the 
world again forgets about lesbian 
athletes. 

Billy Jean King's court dispute did 
receive a lot of news coverage but 
that was in the early days of Gay Lib- 
eration and it was big news. Since 
then, Martina Navratilova has indica- 
ted to the world through her book 
Martina, that she is gay.-2But of 
course the media wants to believe that 
a great athlete can not be gay. They 
Simply take the one affair she had 
with a man and label her bisexual, 
forgetting the other three women who 
were important in her life. 


Also, 1f-any of you golf fans. cauant 


the Sports [bblustrate eover=story sor 
the women's professional golf circuit 
last summer, you know that lesbian 
relationships are mentioned in passing 


with the tag along statement, "of 

course if the men's circuit travel to 
the same golf courses, the women who 
have these relationships, would not". 


Again, the media wants the reader 
to believe that professional women 
athletes are not gay and only get into 
these relationships since they are 
lonely and no men are around. They 
would never consider that these women . 
choose to be in these relationships 
out of desire for the love of a woman. 

Homophobia iS a serious problem in 
society overall, but in women's sports 
it takes on an even greater intensity. 
Since women have only been playing in 
sports for the past 100 years with 
acceptance from society, to then ask 
for acceptance of lesbian athletes is 
a whole other ball game. 

Straight women who are athletes do 
not want openly gay women on their 
teams or in their sports. Since they 
themselves are still breaking taboos 
by playing sports, they also do not 
want the label of being a dyke; 

Even though fitness has become a 
trend of the 80's, women are to parti- 
Cipate in aerobics with nice form fit- 
ting outfits, not. out playing contact 
hockey in full hockey gear, it's just 
not ladylike. 
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JUNE NEWSLETTER THEME 


As you may already know from the 
April issue of WOMONSPACE NEWS, the 
theme for June is 'Lesbian Mothers’. 
If you are a- lesbian mother or have 
any thoughts on becoming one, we 
would like to hear from you. 

Send your ideas, articles, poems 
and so on to WOMOCNSPACE NEWS, Rm. 104, 
10055 —-. 110 Street Edmonton ,: 15K 1J5.. 
Remember to give your name and a num- 
ber where you can be reached, so we 
credit your work as you'd like it and 


may phone you if we have any questions. 


Deborah 


MESSAGE FROM THE WEE MOUSE 


Spring. 1S<Spraing), 
TRG. Grasse rs oyiZ 
I wonder where all 
the Lesbians is? 


Please! Let's work 
together: For 

cheese sake, come 

out and get involved! 


Homophobia runs rampant in women's 
sports more than most lesbians not 
involved in sports realize. I had the 
unfortunate experience of being a 
league governor when the executive 
committee found out that the best team 
in the league was all lesbian. That 
evening my eyes opened to a lot of 
paranoid boyfriends, husbands and 
fathers who thought this team was out 
to recruit new lesbians. 

In defending these athletes it be- 
came clear that most of these people 
suspected but did not want to acknow- 
ledge the fact. In not acknowledging 
they could still be supportive and 
proud of this team, but in knowing the 
team was gay, the team's accomplish- 
ments did not matter anymore because 
of who they were. 

One point that stands out clear, 
is the fact that most teams that are 
elite in their sport are comprised of 
lesbians and genera!ly more than 50% 
of the team rasters are lesbian. 

Part of the reason for this, I feel 
is due to lesbians having more free- 
dom in their relationships to pursue 
their individual goals. There is no 
pressure to conform to society's title 
of wife. Also, a lot of lesbians find 


comfort in groups of young women, espec- 


jally if they know they like women but 
are not so sure why, et. 


If all the lesbian* who played sports 
were more open, I woncer how much homo- 


phobia would exist in a few years, not 
only in sports but in all of society. 
There is a lot of poli-ics that goes 
on behind the scenes i sports and I 


do believe a way to get more acceptance 


jn society is through sports. 

I picture an openly ‘esbian swimmer 
winning a gold medal at the Olympics 
or a vulleyball team. This feat of 
winning a medal could not be minimized. 
Nor would it be an isolated event. 

The fact that lesbian athletes won 
would only increase the awareness of 
lesbians in society, 

Sports are political, you only 
need to look at the Olympics with the 
boycotts in 1984, 1980 and especially 


in 1972, with the slaughter of Israeli 
athletes. 

Lesbians can stand up in protest 
and send letters to their MLA's but 
not always is there concrete evidence 
to show the positive side of lesbian 
life. By having lesbian athletes 
compete openly, out of the closet 
doors and succeed, this gives the 
straight community something to grasp, 
something for them that has relevance. 

It is so hard to show in concrete 
terms that women loving women is posi- 
tive. We must always talk in abstract 
terms trying to qualify what is a 
good relationship, how much love we 
have for each other, or how much joy 
it brings to our life. 

Sports allows for accomplishments 
to be read in times or scores, both 
opponents agreeing to the rules and 
regulations governing the situation. 
In the end, only one team or indivi- 
dual wins. Nothing can change that 
fact: 

I am not trying to advocate that 
al! arguments be fought on the sports 
field but I do believe that lesbian 
athletes have the ability to help 
overcome homophobia. No one indivi- 
dual wants to be a sacrificial lamb 
but when teams of lesbian athletes 
begin to emerge, the strength in 
numbers cliche begins to have some 
meaning. 

The powerful experience of coach- 
ing an openly lesbian volleyball team 
this past season has been overwhelm- 
ing. Not only for myself but for all 
players involved. The ability to be 
totally honest with people, not de- 
ceiving them or ourselves is very up- 
lifting. 

As a lesbian, I personally became 
more confident in myself, not feeling 
oppressed in any manner. Even with 
the knowledge that I could be fired 
from my job as a lesbian, I felt the 
ability to be totally honest with my- 
self was more important than any job 
could ever be. 

I know that with each of the twelve 
players on the team each of them com- 


mented on how good they felt about 
themselves. I only hope more lesbian 
athletes could experience this feeling. 
Lesbian athletes have the ability 
to feel proud of who they are by chos- 
ing to come out in numbers. No longer 
need it be isolated events that the 
media wants to hide. The myths that 
the straight community believes in, 
need to be challenged and shown how 
wrong they are. Lesbian athletes 
have a way to begin to conquer oppres- 
Sion by being recognized for their 
triumphs as open, proud lesbians. 


Chery is. 
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GAY ALLIANCE TOWARD EQUALITY 


Wednesday nights are womyn's night 
at the Gay Alliance Towards Equality. 
Drop-In at #104, 10173.- 104 Street, 
between 7 and 10 p.m. or call 424- 
8361. Deb will be there on Wednesday 
nights and Claire on Sunday after- 
noons. GATE also has a good library. 


ATTENTION 
LESBIAN SPORTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Womonspace is donating the bottles 
from each monthly dance to a lesbian 
Sports organization. The returns vary 
from $35 to $55 depending on the amount 
of liquor consumed. 

If your organization would like to 
make a few quick and easy bucks, then 
call Womonspace at 424-/040 and leave 
your name and number. The only quali- 
fication is that your team be made up 
of lesbian womyn. 


JANE RULE SLEPT HERE 


"Jane's Nannies" did a job on organ- 
izing that. by far exceeds the impres- 
sion one gets reading the schedule of 
events. They are to be heartily con- 
gratulated and sincerely thanked for 
giving the community an opportunity 
to spend time with this remarkable 
woman and her delightful and equally 
remarkable partner, Helen. 

I went along to Common Woman Books 
on Saturday afternoon to meet Jane 
Rule and purchase a birthday gift for 
my friend in England. I discovered 
to my delight that this woman who has 
provided me personally with so many 
hours of pleasure and interest through 
her books, is ordinary: She chatted 
about Desert of the Heart and the film 
we will soon be able to see, commented 
on the availability of lesbian liter- 
ature, and inscribed my purchases. I 
was overjoyed to discover that she 
also has not-too-legible handwriting 
and can't spell: There she sat, Jane 
Rule - another human among us. ; 

My impression of Jane as a warm, 
open, and very approachable person was 
further confirmed on Saturday evening 
when we went to hear her speak. It 
was with warmth, genuine love of people 
and great concern for our communities 
across Canada and the U.S. that she 
spoke. Humour threaded through her 
message of cooperation and acceptance 
as we all work in our very diverse 
fashions towards a common goal. We 
were asked to accept that those whose 
style is not our own are also perform- 
ing important tasks. We all want 
social, cultural, and personal equal- 
ity. The ones who march and are poli- 
tical and visible are as important and 
valuable to our common goal as those 
who quietly deal one-to-one with the 
people encountered in the work-place 
or in social activities. Bothe wand 
many other styles as well, are neces- 
Sary and have worth. We, who have 
nothing but our affectional preference 
to bring us together, must learn to 
honor each other and the way each of 


us copes in a repressive society. 


In groups such as that which gathered 
that evening, there are obvious absences: 


namely, the young and the old. Jane 
Rule expressed concern that the youth 
and aged of our community require reaf- 
firmation and support that they are not 
receiving. By reaching out to all 
people with a positive message of a 
tolerant society, not just acceptance 
of gayness but general tolerance, we 
will reach those who may need us the 
most. 

Those of you who were unable to 
attend any of Jane's public appearances 
missed a truly wonderful and interest- 
ing series of events. We who attended 
some events are enriched and empowered 
by them. 
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MUSIC FOR ANY OCCASION 
WEDDING, STAFF PARTY, BANQUET, DANCES 
REASONABLE RATES 


FOR MORE INFO. CALL Ann at 487-8059 
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SPRING THEME 
- At May Dance - 


The theme of the next Womonspace 
Dance is 'spring'. As with past theme 
dances, this one will have a special 
atmosphere with decorations in the 
spirit of spring and a door prize. 


= 
S) 


(“4 
| 


WHAT IS A FRIEND? 
A person whom one loves, as they are. 


A person to share with; friends help 
in good times, hard times, lonely times 
and joyful times. 


A person without expectations. 


A person who communicates as best they 
can what they feel or are not feeling, 
who is honest and trusting. 


Friends share their life experiences, 
ask for help when needed, and are ac- 
cepting when help is offered. 


Friendship is being able to say "I 
will never knowingly hurt you, I will 
protect you, respect you and never 
judge you". 


It is feeling secure enough within 
ourselves and our friendships to say 
"T love you, as you are, I need you 
in my life and thank you for your 
presence within it". 


Friendship is love, an emotion that is 
not necessarily non-sexual. 


I hope you have a friend or several 
friends, or are willing to reach out 
and be prepared to be accepted as the 
special woman you are. 


Irene Story 


MAY DANCE VOLUNTEERS 


Just a reminder, if you are inter- 
ested in helping out at the May Dance, 
please call 424-/040 and leave a mes- 
Sage on the answering machine or be 
at the Highlands Hall at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, May l1/th. 


BOARD POSITIONS STILL OPEN 


For over two months now there have 
been three vacancies on the Womonspace 
Board. Positions of President, Direc- 
tor-At-Largerot Activities and Direc= 
tor-At Large of Public Relations still 
need to be filled. 

The running of this organization 


depends upon you and your participation. 


With only four remaining Board members 
it is doubtful we can continue our 
social, recreational and educational 
functions in the community indefina- 
tely. We need your help. 

Read the descriptions of the open 
Board positions below and consider 
contributing your time and energy to 
this worthwhile organization today. 


PRESIDENT - Chairperson, signing 
officer and spokesperson for Womon- 
space. 

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE OF ACTIVITIES - 
Promote cultural entertainment and 
recreation for the members. 

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE OF PUBLIC RELA- 
TIONS - Spokesperson for Womonspace 
in conjunction with the president, 
public statements on Womonspace poli- 
cies and positions, arrange and pro- 
mote educational events related to 
the objectives of Womonspace and 
those which increase the body of know- 
ledge on lesbianism. 


WR RRGE 


- DROP-IN HOSTESS 
- Wanted - 


Womonspace needs a volunteer to 


host the fourth drop-in of every month. 


Drop-ins are held every Thursday night 


between / dncdiao span at mhOO5he- 110. St. 


If you are interested in giving up 
a few hours of your time to an evening 
of meeting new and interesting people 
in the midst of coming out, then call 
us at 424-7040. We will get back to 
you. 


: 


BUILDING COMMITTEE REP. NEEDED 


Womonspace needs a representative 
to attend meetings of the Womyn's 
Building Committee. The committee 
meets regularily to discuss mutual 
concerns regarding the building we 
Share. 

If you could spare a few hours 
each month to act im this capacity. 
please contact us at 424-7040 and 
leave a message. 
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WOMONSPACE T-SHIRTS 


Spring is sprung and T-shirt time 
is here again: Womonspace is selling 
high quakity cotton T-shirts at all 
their dances in a variety of colors, 
sizes and insignias. ONLY $10.00. 
Get one soon, while they last! 
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Applications must be submitted to the WOMONSPACE BOARD prior to the Issue 
the Ad will be running in. 


Name (Person or Business) S 


Cantact Name Phone No. (hm.) 


Address (bus.) 


Applications can be delivered or mailed to: Womonspace 


OK SESE SK NENG SCONES NG 


10055 -110 Street 
Ad Size Edmonton, Alberta 

T5K 1J5 
Payment 

S 

Receipt No. This is a Business Card Size % $ 
Full sheet, both sides - $75.00 “Copy must fit in this area. 
Full sheet, one side - $40.00 
Half sheet (83'' x 9'') - $25.00 *Copy must be camera ready. 
One column (4'' X 9!') - $15.00 
Hal f co ]umn (AN xX Be) seg... OD *Additional typesetting, PMT's and 
Business card size 24.9 «D0 Artwork will add to the cost of 
fetatie.+ 2) lines (Ad). - $3.00 the Ad ! 
\dditional Inserts - $15.00 


“Discounts will be made on ads running 
for six months or longer. Month(s) Ad will be running 


[] | wish to have the Advertising Fee 
waivered by the Board. Please see 
enclosed letter stating reasons. 
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[_] Payment has been waived by the Board. 
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Ad has received Board Approval. 


Signature of Board Member Date 
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AIDS NETWORK OPENS 
Ross Armstrong Office 


Friday, April 18th the new office 
of the Aids Network of Edmonton was 
officially opened. Ross Armstrong, 
Edmonton's first person to be diag- 
nosed with aids, was there on visit 
from Toronto to cut the ribbon. 

Speeches by Walter Cavalieri (past 
Social Services Director of GATE), 

Dr. Charles Bidwell (pastor of MCC 
Church) and Michael Phair (president 
of Aids Network) were followed by 
the ribbon cutting ceremony and a 
champagne toast. 

About a hundred members of the gay 
and straight communities were there 
to celebrate the opening, including 
Mary LeMessurier, Conservative Minis- 
ter of Culture in Alberta and an NDP 
candidate whose name and impromptu 
speech escapes me, fortunately. 

BeSsideseeniS elit eles bi tor politi 
cal grandstanding, the Aids Network 
opening went as planned and was a great 
success. For those who have worked ha) 
for past few years to make this office 
a reality, it was no doubt an emotion: 
al experience and an opportunity to 
celebrate their accomplishments. 

The new office of Aids Network of 
ECON LOM. 1S' TOCA beds atm. U2 =o Gn Sue 
on the 2nd floor. They can be reached 
by calling 424-4767. 


Deborah 
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Womonspace has the privilege to be 
co-sponsoring a screening of the video 
tape "Still Sane" on Friday, May 30th 
at Latitude 53 Gallery at 8 p.m. The 
gallery is located at 10920 -: 88 Ave. 
and admission is a suggested donation 
Of Son.00N 

The video, produced by Brenda 
Ingratta and Lidia Patriasz in associa- 
tion with Women in Focus, Vancouver, 
deals with a woman's experience and 
hardships of coming out as a lesbian. 

Scuptural pieces created by Persim- 
mon Blackbridge, with accompanying 
text, describe the three years that 
Shiela Gilhooly spent in mental hospi- 
tals after coming out to her psychia- 
Tse 

Following the screening there will 
be a discussion. Womonspace has a 
copy of a book of photography from 
"Still Sane" and anyone wishing to 
see it in preparation for the discus- 
Sion 1s welcome to call Womonspace at 
424-7040. 


Elaine K. 


"THE AMAZONS' 
Womyn In History 


Amazons is a word associated with 
womyn, expecially those who are physi- 
cally strong and aggressive. The 
association comes from Greek mythology 
where Amazons were a race of female 
warriors who were said to cut off their 
right breast to facilitate use of the 
bow and arrow. 

The Greek myths or tales were an 
expression of their culture. They 
did not invent the subject matter of 
their sagas, but merely coloured the 
existing facts. Hence, it is reason- 
able to believe the Amazons really 
existed at one point in history. 

Colouring was added to relate real 
life characters to the gods and imbue 
them with special powers unknown to 
ordinary men and womyn. Hippolyte, 
one of the Amazon queens, was said to 
be the daughter of Ares, the Greek god 
of War. Ares gave her a special girdle 
(belt or cord used to gird waist) as 
a sign of her superiority over all 
other women. 

The Amazons fought many battles in 
Greek mythology. In one such myth, 
Hipployte and her Amazon army were 
defeated by Herakles and the special 
girdle was stolen - its possession 
much sought after due to the belief 
it contained a good deal of the per- 
sonal characteristics of the owner. 

In another, Hippolyte is forced 
to marry her conqueror, Herakles, and 
they have a son around which the story 
is told. How much of this and the 


other myths is fact, is anybody's guess. 


But, one thing is clear, the Amazons 
really did exist and they are remem- 
bered for their strength, pe and 

fearlessness. 5% 


Elaine K. 
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EDMONTON ROUGHNECKS RECREATION ASSOCIATION 


..on our way! 


SPO 17 
WE'RE ON OUR WAY 
To Gay Games II 


The Edmonton Roughnecks are on our 
way to Gay Games II in San Francisco. 

A womyn's and men's volleyball team 
will be representing the Edmonton 
lesbian and gay community at the games. 

Team members are busy practicing 
three times a week as well as trying 
to promote their participation and 
raise needed funds for the effort. 

The support of the Edmonton lesbian 
and gay community is needed if the 
effort is to be a successful one. Many 
promotional and fundraising activities 
are planned over the next few months. 
Your support of these activities would 
be greatly appreciated, in whatever way 
you can help, monetary or volunteering 
time and energy. 

Announcements will be forthcoming 
at all community centres and the clubs. 
The Roughnecks are currently selling 
chocolate covered almonds to kick off 
their fundraising activities. 

If you would like more information 
about the games or are interested in 
competing yourself, please contact Rick 
or ot at 435-2513 (evenings after 5 
Pa es 


Dan P. 
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APRIL Door Tickets: de a 


UNTEERS Heather S. 
DANGE voL Bar: Donna, Marg, Joy, Elsie, 
Heather S., Kin, Donna, 
Womonspace would like to thank all the Sharon 
re listed below. 
WOME WHOS Eo Tenis oe Set-Up: Lynda 0., Diane G., 


They donated their time and energy 


to put on the April Dance without Deb T.,: Karey M. 


compensation. Food: Shirley, Royce, Marion 
Co-Ordinators: Dance - Lynn R. Cleanup: Gail, Virginia, Mickey, 
Ticket - Marsha Chris, Joyce T., Beth, 
Food ~- Elaine K. Venesa, Shane, Lynn R., 
Van - Shane L. & Karey M. 
Joyce fT. 
Bar - Karey M. To those of you who helped out, but 


whose names do not appear on this list, 


Doom te= Doric. : 
our apologies. 


Cleanup- Mickey M. 
Bar Tickets: Jeanne R., Diane G., : 


Janet C., Deidre MAKE IT HAPPEN! 


WOMONSPACE & GALA At present, books may be taken out 
- Join Forces For June Dance - at General Meetings for a period of 
one month. In total, Womonspace. has 
Saturday, June 21st at Bonnie Doon 130 fiction and non-fiction book$ 
Community Hall, Womonspace and GALA available to members of the organiza- 
(Gay and Lesbian Awareness) will co- tion 
host a dance in celebration of Gay 
and Lesbian Awareness Week. 
There will be no regular Womon- 
Space dance on the third Saturday of 
June at the Highlands Hall, in lieu SPECIAL DROP-IN 
of this co-operative effort on the - May 29th - 
same night. 


Both men and womyn are welcome to As our special guest and speaker, 


Jean Noble from the Sexual Assault 
Centre will be hosting a special drop- 
in on Thursday, May 29th starting at 
7 p.m. She will give a brief talk on 
rape and adult womyn who have been 
molested as children, then open the 
WOMONSPACE LIBRARY floor to questions and discussion. 

NOW OPEN Jean is a past editor of WOMONSPACE 


Mostly due to the efforts of Jeanne NEWS and is a volunteer worker at the 
Rioux and Shirley, the Womonspace li- Sexual Assault Centre. If you are 
brary has become a reality. They have interested in joining a group of incest 
worked long and hard to prepare the Survivors or seeing someone individual - 
many books that have been donated over ly, please contact Tracey or Jean at: 


the years for borrowing. acne : ete Beal: 


attend. So don't forget to be there 
to support your community and join 
the festivities! 


Activities ~ 


LESBIAN DROP-IN 
Every Thursday night between 7 and 


9 p.m. Womonspace holds a regular drop- 


in. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
The drop-ins are held in the Womyn's 
Building (10055 - 110 St.). Drop by 
for a coffee some time. 


* of 
BVA * $4 
* 'A LATE SNOW! 


Moving Stage Theatre Society pre- 
sents JANE CHAMBLERS' A Late Snow, at 
the Ion Centre in Calgary, May 7, 8, 
9 and 10. Tickets are $6.00 for mem- 
bers, $7.00 non-members at the door 
Or at A Women's Place Bookstore in 
Calgary. 


NEWSLETTER MEETING 


The next Newsletter meeting will 
be held on Monday, May 12th at 7:30 
p.m. at the Womyn's Building. All 
are welcome. 


GENERAL MEETING 


General meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Womyn's Building (10055 - 110 Street) 
at 7:30 p.m. The next one is on May 
13th. Please try to be there. We 
need you! 


DANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 


The Dance Committee meets the last 
Thursday of every month. Their next 
meeting will be held May 29th at a 
new time of 7:30 p.m. Everyone is 


welcome to participate in the planning 


and organizing of our monthly dances. 


@ CAMPOUT AT MINNOW LAKE 
July 25 - 27 


Mark your calendar now for the 3rd 
Annual Womonspace Campout, July 25th 
to the 27th. Once again it will be 
held at the beautiful Minnow Lake 
private campsite, west of the City, 
before Edson. Directions and further 
details will follow in subsequent news - 
letters. 


CYCLISTS/CAMPERS 


I am an enthusiastic bicyclist and 
have long thought of forming a small 
womyn's group, interested in combina- 
tion cycling and camping. I think it 
would be great fun! If you would be 
interested, please call me. My num- 
ber is 479-4876. 

Elizabeth V. 


GATE DANCE 
at 
BONNIE DOON HALL 
May 3rd 
8 p.m. - 1 a.m. 


Members - $5 
Non-mem.- $7 


(Co-Sponsored by the AIDS NETWORK) 


Yn 2 


GALA MEETING 


The next meeting of Gay and Les- 
bain Awareness Committee-of-the- 
whole will be held on May 25th. Call 
Bill at 435-7477 for time and location. 


WOMONSPACE 
DANCE MAY 17 


HIGHLANDS HALL~ 


1133362 s1, AOM.- MEMBERS $5) 


NON- $6 


8:30 pm to 1:30am 


door prize : : 
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